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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:18 a.m., October 12, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 13. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

Proclamation 7944—Columbus Day, 
2005 
October 7, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Christopher Columbus’ journey across un-

charted waters in 1492 changed the course 
of history. Overcoming many obstacles, the 
explorer from Genoa pursued a dream that 
carried him to the ‘‘New World’’ and helped 
launch an age of exploration, leading to the 
founding of new countries across the Amer-
icas. Through the years, the desire to dis-
cover and understand has been a part of our 
Nation’s character, and Columbus’ spirit has 
inspired generations of explorers and inven-
tors. On Columbus Day, we honor Chris-
topher Columbus and the vision that carried 
him on his historic voyage. 

Since 1934, when President Roosevelt first 
proclaimed the national holiday, our Nation 
has observed Columbus Day to mark the mo-
ment when the Old World met the New. As 
we recognize Columbus’ legacy, we also cele-
brate the contributions of Italian Americans 
to our Nation’s growth and well-being. Amer-
icans of Italian descent are musicians and 
athletes, doctors and lawyers, teachers and 
first responders. They are serving bravely in 
our Armed Forces. From our country’s first 
days, the sons and daughters of Italy have 
brought honor to themselves and enriched 
our national life. 

More than 500 years after Columbus’ jour-
ney, we are honored that the Italian Republic 
is among our closest friends and strongest 
allies. On Columbus Day, we celebrate this 
strong bond between America and Italy. 

In commemoration of Columbus’ journey, 
the Congress, by joint resolution of April 30, 
1934, and modified in 1968 (36 U.S.C. 107), 
as amended, has requested that the President 

proclaim the second Monday of October of 
each year as ‘‘Columbus Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 10, 2005, as Co-
lumbus Day. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. I also direct 
that the flag of the United States be displayed 
on all public buildings on the appointed day 
in honor of Christopher Columbus. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:19 a.m., October 12, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 13. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

Proclamation 7945—General Pulaski 
Memorial Day, 2005 
October 7, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America’s freedom has been achieved with 

great sacrifice. In the Revolutionary War, 
General Casimir Pulaski gave his life for the 
cause of freedom. Today, we honor his self-
less contributions and heroic service. 

Born in Poland, Casimir Pulaski fought 
Russian oppression in his homeland. In 1776, 
Benjamin Franklin met Pulaski in France 
and successfully recruited him to join the 
American fight for liberty. In America, Pu-
laski distinguished himself at the Battle of 
Brandywine and was commissioned as a Brig-
adier General by General George Wash-
ington. After raising his own legion, a special 
infantry and cavalry division that included 
many foreign-born troops, he helped defend 
Charleston, South Carolina, before being 
mortally wounded at the siege of Savannah 
in 1779. 
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General Pulaski exemplifies the spirit and 
determination of Polish immigrants to Amer-
ica, and he embodies our Nation’s highest 
ideals. On this day, we express our gratitude 
for all the contributions of Polish Americans 
to our Nation and for the strong relationship 
between the United States and Poland. By 
honoring this lasting friendship and remem-
bering heroes like General Pulaski, we reaf-
firm our commitment to advancing our coun-
try’s founding ideals and carry forward our 
heritage of freedom. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2005, 
as General Pulaski Memorial Day. I encour-
age Americans to commemorate this occa-
sion with appropriate programs and activities 
honoring Casimir Pulaski and all those who 
defend freedom. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:19 a.m., October 12, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 13. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 8, 2005 

Good morning. This week I nominated an 
exceptional individual to replace retiring Jus-
tice Sandra Day O’Connor on the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Harriet Miers is 
a remarkable woman and an accomplished 
attorney. She has wide experience in the 
courtroom and at the highest levels of gov-
ernment, and she will be an outstanding ad-
dition to our Nation’s highest Court. 

Harriet Miers was born and raised in Dal-
las, Texas, where she attended the public 
schools. When illness struck her family, Har-
riet went to work to help pay for her own 

college education. She stayed close to home 
in Dallas to attend Southern Methodist Uni-
versity and received a bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics. 

She remained at SMU for law school and 
earned a place on the law review. After grad-
uation, she was hired for a prestigious 2-year 
clerkship for a Federal trial judge. From 
there, she went on to an extraordinary career 
in private practice and public service and be-
came a pioneer for women lawyers. She was 
the first woman to be hired at her law firm, 
the first woman to become president of that 
firm, the first woman to lead a large law firm 
in the State of Texas, the first woman head 
of the Dallas Bar Association, and the first 
woman elected as president of the State Bar 
of Texas. 

In her law practice, Ms. Miers handled 
hundreds of cases in State and Federal 
courts, from massive commercial litigation to 
criminal cases to civil disputes. She served 
in local government on the Dallas City Coun-
cil and later held office in State government 
as well. 

As Ms. Miers rose through the legal ranks, 
she also put in long hours of volunteer legal 
work on behalf of the poor and underprivi-
leged, and served as a leader for more than 
a dozen community groups and charities. Be-
ginning in the 1990s, Harriet Miers was regu-
larly rated one of the top 100 lawyers in 
America and one of the top 50 women law-
yers in the country. 

Because of her skill and record of remark-
able achievement, in 2001, I asked her to 
work in my administration. For the past 5 
years, Harriet Miers has served our Nation 
in critical roles, including White House 
Counsel, one of the most important legal po-
sitions in the country. As counsel, Ms. Miers 
addresses complex matters of constitutional 
law, serves as the chief legal advisor during 
regular meetings of the National Security 
Council, and handles sensitive issues of exec-
utive-congressional relations, among many 
other essential duties. She has led the effort 
to help nominate outstanding judges for the 
Federal judiciary. She was in charge of the 
process that resulted in the appointment of 
Chief Justice John Roberts. 

Harriet Miers would come to the Supreme 
Court with a background in private practice 
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